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ist aggression iu Indo-China—U.8. forc-
es invaded it only last year. The polit-
leal prologue, It may be sald, was the,
Guam doctrine—the new course in Asla
proclaimed - by President Nixon. two
years ago at the US, air-foice bace in

‘Guam. As put by Nixon himsclf, the
"point of this doctrine Is that the United
States must play a substantial role In
-Asia but would like the problem of war

and the responsibility for It to be as-

-gumed 'in ever greater degree by the

Asian countries themselves. In  the
tpinion of many Asiap public leader's
gnd publications the veiled meaning of
this is that Washington wants to "pit
Asians against Asians,” that Is, to have
Jts war in Asia fought by others 1n the
gellish  nterests of the US. ruling
‘element. The tempestuous events of the
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. -~ recent viclim of Amerlcan imperial-
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last  eighteen aouths -in  the once

tranquil - colntry of Cambodia ‘offar a
classic ‘example of how this is worked.

In practice.
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patriolic- forces are:

tives in the Cambodian caplital. This

summer, for tnstance, guite a few groups o
of Aerican seérvicemen were flown ",
into Pnom Penb from Salgon, Tput .
each case they were dressed as civilians,
Thus “camouflaged,” the visitors.werc i»-

then deposited in varicus- parts of the

country by U.S. Embassy- helicopters,” .
‘fhis operation, directed. by the- Penta

gon and the CIA, Is kept secrel from
American and world public opinion.
s more, it Is conducted In
defiance of the ban imposed by the US.

- Congress on American Jand operations

In Cambodia. But in Pnom Penh itsclf,
it 1s widely known that the Pentagon's
forces” unils—the notorious
Green  Berets—systematically — make
raids deep into- the interior -of guerilla
areas. Very often they -disguise them-
selves ag insurgents, The Green Berels
carry out sabolage and lerrorist mis-
slons in the gucrilla arcas. amnd  pick

targels for U.S. bombers, -

American army planes can be seen
dally In the Pnom Penh’airport though
their presence is partly ‘concealed: the
identification marks on some of the

planes have been- painted over. Last

January guerillas blew up a few Amer-

fcan planeg in the alrport and since.

then the building has remained half In
ruins. The surviving part Is roofless and
its windows ate gaplng holes. The wind
blows through it freely and the floor is
strewn with rubble and plaster. But out
on the airfield Amerlcan mnjlitary trans-
ports and. sharp-nosed fighters, again
come and go. '

The road from the ahiport to the ‘

capilal is blocked off every three
hundred metres by empty petrol bar-
rels, so that no car can speed past.
Near these roadblocks are stationed
groups of soldiers cquipped  with

American quick-firing “rifles and feld
American |
‘green: tropical -unfforms<and helmets.

telephones,- and wearing
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" wire everywhere, The barbed wire .l'
~1n front of all government bulldings—

' mere Important the office, the mor
!+ wire there Is In front of it. First place 1

Wés)x&laglon‘xxlakcs no seeret now of - taken Ly the Defence Minisliy:

Its massive. bomb Blrikes against vast...
arcas. of Cambodia, buy ‘all, ils other ¢
~ military operations agalnst Cambodia’s
palnstakingly -

- camouflaged by ils ~official representa- .+ nearly all government

" fully
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In the cily there are colls of barbe
strung on poles right on the sidewalk
whether a post office or a ministry. Thi
thé

street it stands on 1s covered with rows
of it, and at lis walls are piles of sand-

" baps behind which soldiers stand, by
- ready to man machine-guns, There are

"

also machine-gun nests at the gates of
oflices. Trom
time lo tiné people calling at them are”
carefully searched at gun-point. At the

* press cenire a representative of the
- military command cautions journalists

that it 1s risky to lake pholographs in
tlie slreets—a nervous soldier may

" open fire without warning. A state of
-~ emergency has been declared In the

capital, for guerilla units have sur-
rounded it and by night approach s
guburbs, No one may enler the cily
after sunsetl; all roads are blozked by
government soldiers who huddle fear-
around * lhe American M-113
armoured cars placed at their dlsf)osql_.

Artillery balterles have been mount-
ed even in the centlre of the city, on the

* Mekong embankinent, thelr guns train-

ed on the opposite bank from + which
guerillas sometimes open up fire with

: mortars, and moblie tocket Jaunchers,

From lime to time they even blow up
a munitions dump right in the city or
shower hand grenades on plcked tar-
gets, such ag the Saigon mission, After

. one such allack the South Vietnam

ambassador landed In  hospital. A
guerilla attack on the arsenal tn June
caused an explosion of such force that
the flames tose 120 motres and the suk-
rounding streets were: showered wlith
ghell and mine fragments mixed with
stone and rubble. x g

From a white four-storey building ofy
the corner of one of the Pnom Penh
boulevards and Avenue Meao Tse-tung,
near the Mekong embankment, hangs

“the American flag. This is the American

Fmbassy building and the Americans
occupylng it are Jestingly called  “tho
vankees from Mao Street" Recently,
though, the street was renamed-—cither
at the request of the American dip-
tomats or bacause of the change In the
political  climate ol the Cambodian |
capital, : : -
“The ~Amarican Fmbassy In Pnom

‘ewrtinued



